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When God says “No”



Into 2008
"To keep me from becoming conceited because of thes e 

surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn 
in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. T hree 

times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
But he said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is ma de perfect 
in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my  
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weakne sses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficul ties. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong." –
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
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“Power is perfected in weakness.”
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Luke 22:39-44

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and 
his disciples followed him. On reaching the place, he  

said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation." He withdrew about a stone's throw 

beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 

not my will, but yours be done." 
An angel from heaven appeared to him and 

strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed 
more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 

blood falling to the ground .
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Job 40:7-14

"Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, 
and you shall answer me.  "Would you discredit 
my justice? Would you condemn me to justify 

yourself? Do you have an arm like God's, and can 
your voice thunder like his? Then adorn yourself 
with glory and splendor, and clothe yourself in 

honor and majesty. Unleash the fury of your 
wrath, look at every proud man and bring him low, 
look at every proud man and humble him, crush 

the wicked where they stand. Bury them all in the 
dust together; shroud their faces in the 

grave. Then I myself will admit to you that your 
own right hand can save you.
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While God may answer some 
prayers with a “no”, he will 

never answer a person’s 
turning to Him with a “no.”
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But if you seek the LORD 

your God, you will find him if 
you look for him with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 

Deuteronomy 4 v 29


